(12) 


UK Patent Application „»GB m, 2 314809 ..a. A 

(43) Oats of A Publication 14.01.1998 


(21) Application No 9713467.0 

(51) 

INT a* 


B41J 2/175 

(22) DateofRling 2S.0ai997 




(52) 

UK a (Edition P) 

(30) Priority Data 


B6PFLR 

(31) 08165009 (32) 25.06.1996 (33) JP 



08356296 25.1Z1996 

(56) 

Documents Cited 

08358766 27.12.1996 


EP 0699533 A2 

09132919 07.06l1997 




(58) 

Field of Search 


UK CL (Edition 0 ) B6F FUt 

(71) ApplicanKs) 


INTCL^ B41J 2/175 

Seiko &IMHI Corporation 




CbicofporaM in Japan) 

4>1 Nishi-shiniiiku 2-cliomfl^ Shinjuku-kiiL, Tokyo, 
Japan 

(72) lnvemor(s) 

KazumlchI Shimada 
I HIdekl Oikawa 

Hiaaatil Mlyazawa 


Voshie Kinnagai 
Takao Kobayashi 
Hisashi KoOce 


(74) Agent and/br Address for Servica 
J Miner & Co 

34 Bedford Row, Holbom, LONDONL WC1R 4JH, 
United Kingdom 


(54) An ink supply port arrangement for a muhi-GOlour ink cartridge 


(57) An ink cartridge 1 has a plurality of ink chambers 
2a-2f wherein ink supply ports 4a-4f assodated with the 
chambers are arranged In two linear arrays, such that the 
size of the cartridge can be reduced, and easy loading of 
the cartridge is ensured. The ink supply ports may be 
arranged in a zig-zag, offset manner to allow for a further 
reduction in the size of the chambers and cartridge. At least 
one reinforcing rib (15,Fig.5(a)) is provided on the outside 
of the cartridge, to ensure the strength and rigidity of the 
cartridge. Circuitous grooves (35a-35f,Rg.8(b)) are formed 
in the surface of a cover member (30) so that the grooves 
(35a*35c) communicating with ink chambers (12a-12a 
Fig.8(a)) having smaller volumes are longer than grooves 
(35d-35f) communicating with chambers (12d-12f) having 
larger volumes, thus insuring uniform viscosities of all of 
the inks. 


FIG.1 (a) 



FIG.1 (b) 
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At least one drawing originally filed was informal and the print reproduced here is taken from a later filed formal copy. 
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